



Summer Insect Pests
     With temperatures heating up, a couple of insect pests are beginning to show up on outdoor ornamentals.  If you grow roses, you are probably familiar with the first pest, aphids.  Aphids attack a wide variety of plants.  Aphids are small (about 1/8 of and inch long), soft-bodied, pear-shaped insects of many colors such as green, black, gray, yellow or red. Some are winged during certain times of the year. 

     Aphids feed by sucking sap from buds, leaves, twigs and developing fruit. Leaves may be stunted and distorted and fruit may become misshapen. Aphids can also carry a number of plant viruses.  Many aphid species excrete a sticky substance known as "honeydew" which usually becomes black with sooty mold. Automobiles parked under trees with large aphid populations will often be subjected to a "rain" of honeydew.

     Aphids are usually controlled effectively by nature. Adverse weather conditions such as beating rains and low temperatures, as well as fungus diseases, insect predators and parasites keep the aphids in check. Aphid enemies include lady beetles, syrphid fly larvae, aphis lions and small wasp parasites known as braconids. 
     Insecticide applications destroy beneficial insects as well as pests and leave trees or shrubs unprotected if pest resurgence occurs. Since beneficial insects play an important role in natural aphid control, try washing aphids away with a forceful stream of water before using insecticide sprays.  If control measures are warranted, use malathion, cyfluthrin or permethrin. Reapplication is often needed.  

     The second pest showing a presence are spider mites.  Spider mites are the cause of mid-summer woes for nearly all gardeners.  Often times, plants take on a bronzed appearance. Upon closer inspection, stippling can be seen on individual leaves. Affected leaves eventually die and turn brown. 

     While spider mites are generally present in late spring and early summer, their initial population levels are low. However, because mites have relatively short life cycles (under ideal conditions, a generation can be completed in a weeks time) and because hot dry summer conditions favor developmental rates, their populations rapidly escalate. Although small in size, the cumulative affect of many mites results in the rapid deterioration of plants. In fact, by the time damage becomes apparent, many generations of mites have already occurred, and the present population consists of all life stages. 

     Spider mites tend to congregate on lower leaf surfaces, usually beginning on bottom leaves and working their way to upper leaves. Spider mites damage plants by inserting their stylet mouthparts into individual plant cells and withdrawing cellular liquids and contents. Removal of chlorophyll results in the aforementioned stippling. The coalescence of dead cells results in the bronzed/brown appearance of leaves/plants. 
     Plants in this late stage of mite activity can be saved.   Horticultural oils, horticultural soaps, bifenthrin (Ortho’s Rose and Flower Insect Killer), and Vendex (Ortho Systemic Insect Killer) are popular materials used to combat spider mite infestations. 

     The key to mite control is thorough spray coverage and timely follow-up treatments.  A couple of additional follow-up treatments applied three to four days after the initial treatment may be required to clean up mites escaping initial treatments, or mites that emerged from eggs present at the time of the initial treatments. Once mite populations have been eliminated, plants will produce new foliage, and regain a healthy form.
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