


Dividing and Planting Peonies


Our night temperatures are cooling down and daylight hours are shortening, which signals the arrival of fall.  Fall is the time to cut back, divide and reset peonies.  Peonies actually prefer to be left undisturbed. However, they can be successfully divided if you follow these simple steps.


Remove the entire plant, making sure to protect the roots and the plant’s pink underground buds or “eyes”.   Wash the soil away from the roots.  You will need a sharp knife to cut the roots into sections or divisions. Each division should have 2-3 healthy roots and 3-5 buds or eyes.  Remove damaged or dead roots.  Trim the healthy roots to 4-6 inches and reset the plant.

Select a location that receives full sunlight and has well drained soil.  Space the divisions 2’ apart for dwarf varieties and 4’ apart for traditional varieties.  Plant the divisions so that the buds or eyes are 1” below the soil surface. Do not plant the divisions too deep, as this may result in delaying or preventing blooming.  Firm the soil around the roots and water as usual.

     It will take up to three years for the plant to establish and return to full size. The earlier the crown is set, the more time the plant has to establish its roots before winter.
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