



Tomatoes in the Garden

     The soils are warming up which means its time to plant tomatoes in the garden.  Tomatoes are usually grown from transplants. Proper transplanting techniques are important for success throughout the season.

     Use a small, compact plant rather than a tall, overgrown plant. The objective of transplanting is to encourage the plant to establish new roots as rapidly as possible. Tall, overgrown plants do not initiate new roots rapidly. Setting plant roots deep in the soil (as you usually do with a long stem) inhibits new roots because there’s less oxygen deeper in the soil. Roots are very slow to re-form. This delays development and reduces production all season long.

      Good plant nutrition is also needed for rapid root development. Large plants with a pale color have little fertility in the plant container. This lack of nutrition further delays plant establishment. It is a good idea to fertilize plants well with a soluble fertilizer before setting them out, but be careful because too much fertilizer can burn plant roots.   

     Here are some tips to improve the productivity of tomato plants throughout the season:

    

1. Choose a short, stocky transplant with a healthy, green color.

   

2. Set the plant just slightly deeper than the container it was growing in.

    

3. Fertilize with a mild, soluble fertilizer solution before setting the plants out and make

    sure that they are well watered before and after transplanting.

    

4. Make sure the soil is warm (greater than 55 F) before setting plants in the ground.

    

5. Do not mulch with straw or other ‘insulating’ mulches until the plants show signs that 

     they are growing rapidly.

    .

6. Provide a plant support or cage as soon as plants start growing and developing new 

    shoots and leaves.
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